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Superior to any American or imported 
mouth organ manufactured! This PHIL- 
MONET is precision tuned. It's for.easier 
to blow with rich tone that entrances. Has 
1 Holes, 20 Bronze Reeds, Heavy Brass. 
Plates, Heavy Chromium Plated Covers, 
Highly Polished,, Lip and Tongue Ease; 
Easy Response; Longer Playing Life. 
Ebonite non-warp Comb. Entire instrument, comb, plates and covers 
firmly bolted into one single compact unit that can be taken apart, 
cleaned and sterilized in a few minutes! Key of "C" will be sent 
unless Key of "G" is requested. Not a toy but a real musical instru- 
ment. And even if you never blew a harmonica before, even if you 
i don't know one music note from another, you can learn to play it 
"by tonight "I BOTH By Ma .| For 0n | y $1,93 

KNOW THE JOY OF SWEET MOUTH- 
ORGAN MUSIC "BY TONIGHT" 
SEND NO MONEY ... 10 Day Trial 

Yes, I can teach you to play sweet music that's joy for the soul ... my 
new easier than ever instruction course is fully illustrated and shows 
you how to play any song without notes but by easily followed num- 
bers. I show you how to do "fonguing," how to produce vibrato effects, 
trills . . . how to control rhythm for either solo or band playing. 54 pa ges, 
. 10 Illustrated lessons plus 41 pages of songs . . . yes, numbers and 
words to play 75 ever popular songs! Amazing offer not only brings 
instruction course but America's finest harmonica, the nationally known 
Philmonet . . . BOTH for only $1.98. Best of all, you test it at my risk! 
Mail your name, I'll send Philmonet and Instruction Course. On arrival 
deposit only $1.98 plus C.O.D. postage. Keep 10 days. If 10 day 
trial doesn't delight beyond words, return purchase for money back! 
Be popular. Have fun! Know the contentment of music. Write for this 
wonderful music offer today! 

Depl. S3-S 230 E. Ohio St. I 
Chicago 11, Illinois | 




HOW 
LEARN 



YOU 




WHERE DID 
YOU GET THE 

HARMONICA? 



BY 
WITH AN 
LLUSTRATED 

COURSE 
MAJOR! 




JIM MAJOR 
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JIM MAJOR, The Harmonica Man 

Dept. 53-S 230 E. Ohio St., Chicago 1 1, III. 

Send all metal Philmonet Harmonica with 54 page Illustrated 
Instruction Course. I'll pay only $1.98 plus C.O.D. postage on 
arrival on your guarantee if I am not satisfied on 10 day trial 
I can return for full refund. 



ADDRESS. 



CITY STATE. 



;_J 



CRACK COMICS, January, 1949, No. 58. Published bi-monthly by Comic Magazines, 8 Lord Street, Buffalo, N. Y. Executive Offices, 578 Summer Street, Stam- 
ford. Conn. E. M. Arnold, General Manager. George E. Brenner, Editor. Entered as second-class matter March II, 1940, at the Post Office, Buffalo, N. Y under tne 
act of March 3, 1879. The characters and events pictured herein are entirely fictitious. The Publisher accepts no responsibility for unsolicited material. Editorial 
and Advertising Offices, 25 West 45th Street, New York City. E. S. Murthoy, Advertising Representative. F. E. M. Cole & Co., 605 No, Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111. Western Representative. Copyright 1948 by Comic Magazines. Printed in U. S. A. 



J 



CRACK COMICS 




e©Mi@s 



f/PF/WHiRI 
ARE you 
GOING? 




IT 'ISA NICE EVENING J IF YOU PONT MIWP, 
FOR A WALK, BIFF f < LANCE, 1'P KINDA UKi? 
WAITA BECONO, KIM 
AND I WILL COME 
ALONG WITH 

you 




LOOK AT HIM, LANCE.' 
I'VE NEVER SEEN HIM 
SO SLOOMY/ITHINK 
WE OUGHT TO TAG 
ALONG.' 



^5 



/YOU HEARD HIM SAy, 

[he wanted to be 4 

i alone, kim! i never 

shove myself in with 

biff, or anybody 

ELSE/ 



you MAy FEEL THAT WAY, *~-> 
LANCE, BUT NOTA4E .M THINK 
HE'S INTROUBLE-WORfflEP, 
OR MYSTIFIED Off 



mm 



'womanly intuition: 
eh? okay, kim, but j 

i'll relax right ** 

here until you bring 

me a report on 

BOY BIFF/ 



OUR 



' I GOT A SILLy NOT/ON I'M BEING 
FOLLOWED ! BUT I AIN'T LOOK/N' 
BACK— IT'S JUST THE MOOD 
I'M IN MAKES ME-7/MAG/NE 
THINGS, ANP NO 
^WONPER/ _ 

CAN'T 
UNPERSTANP 
WHAT'S COME 
OVER H/M* 



I THOUGHT I 
WAS ALONE" 




- 
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/MAYBE BIFF CAN TAKE CARE 
'OF WHATEVER'S BOTHERING 
HIM- BUT KIM'S JUST A 
GIRL , ANP IF THERE'S 

TROUBLE"- / 

~S WU'gE RIGHT, 

fyWCHAELf X WAS 

;A Hfift. TO STA/ 

OUT OF m 



"^/ 



fts> 



THEN YOWLL ) NOT /ME, 
FOLLOW .//MICHAEL. 'AW 
|'^T^> LANCE 
-too? r GALLANT/ 
ITU BE CAPTAIN 
TRIUMPH WHO 
LOOKS INTO WHAT- 
EVER NEEDS 
INVESTIGATION.' 




\ At tha touch on Lance's wTivtttftt 
[twin "brothers meyjgg "into CAP* 

' TAINTMIUMPM 





I CAMS LIKE I PROMISED, VARNA f 
AIN'T IT ABOUT T//ME YOU GAVE ME 
THE OOPE ON WHO YOU ARE ANP 
WHAT VOU LIKE ABOUT ME? 




FOR INSTANCE, I KNOW 
YOUfeE A PAL OF CAPTAIN 

triumph: but poi 
keep pestering you 
to tell his secrets? ' u, 



THEY AIN'T MY 
SECRETS TO JELL, 
BABY! I'VE EX- 
PLAINED THAT! 






«a— 
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X GUESS IT'S 
UP TO ME TO 
FOLLOW HIM 



SORRY, LAPyf 

NOBOPV ALLOWEP 

ON THE GROUNDS- 

PANGEROUS UNTIL 

CONSTRUCTION 

IS FINISHED! 




BUT I MUST COME IN'. A ^ 
FRIEND OF MINE JUST 



TUOFRIENP OF 
SOURS, NOR NOBOPy 
ELSE, CAME IN 
HE RE! YOU'RE 

f MISTAKEN! 

' GOOD NIGHT f 





THAT WATCHMAN 
LIED TO ME ...TO 
KEEP ME FROM 
JOINING BIFF.' « 

NOW I KNOW. 

IT'S SOME- 
THING OFF 
THE BEAM! 






WHAT'S THIS?) SHE SURE PIP, 
SUCKER! SHE 
TURNED THE GLAMOR 
ON AHP GOT YOU TO 
GO FOR HER, SO SHE 
COULD BRING YOU 
TO US! 
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ftMGerrs,HUH?t 

REMEMBER THAT NAME.' 
CAPTAIN TRIUMPH BUSTEP 
UP YOUR TRY AT ROBBING 
THE S/XTH NATIONAL 
BANK! 
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nSAOY TO ROLL , 
TARGETS „ r PO WE 
WAIT FOR. TRIGGER? 
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T«WS TIPU.S ME THAT ' 
JUST ON THE OTHER 




HERE'S HOME SWEET HOMEL- 
AND NOBODY KNOWS HOW TO 
GET IN HERS BUT US ! WHAT'S 
WITH OUR GUEST OF HONOR, 



'HE WAS SO SHY ABOUT 
COMlN' IN , X HADTO 
CLUNK HIM ON THE 
NOGGIN ' 




AS X UNDERSTAND, WE'RE 
TO BE HELD PRISONER 
WHILE CAPTAIN TRIUMPH 
TRIES TO FIND USf 
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MMM- WHERE'S MY 
LAWYER ,HUH? I'M 
GONNA SUE THE 
GUI THAT PROPPED 
THAT HOPFUL OF 

mens ON MY 

HEAP 




GET A LOAD OF THIS! 
LITTLE LORD HUNKLEROVS 
COAAlW BACK TO WHAT 
HE THINKS IS LIFE ' 
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M 



X CANT SEE ANYTHING — 
1 HEAR ANYTHING ••• FEEL 
ANYTHING .'MAYBE I'VE 
MAOEA BUM GUESS- 
BUT I COULD HAVE 
SWORN- 



life 


(MMMFf\ 

YES-fT'S \ 

MOVING—) 

\INWARP-J 








, / 


Bk '^SJHl 


nK\ IkT 



I UNDERSTAND, 

Kirry.' there's 

SOMETHING UP 
ABOVE THIS 
RAMP.' 



% idv 






8UTK/TTyC4N 
SMELL SOMETHING 
-MAYBE A RAT.. 
THAT WENT IN RIGHT ' 
THERE.' 



MEOW/ 



x: 



IT'S ON A 

PIVOT! HERE''. 

HOW THE CAR 

©OT IN! 



MEOW! 



HERE'S THE CAR -BUT NOTHING 
ELSE f THEY /WENT HERE AND 

I CANT SEE WHERE 

THEY COULD HAVE 
GONE." 



X * 



// 
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TARGETS LANDS 
THREE PUNCHES TO 
EVERY ONE OF 



CRACK C OMICS 

BUT I FIGURE BIFF'S *- 
ABOUT THREE TIMES 





THE/EVEN V 


t NO, INSPECTOR. , IT'S \ A 


GOT A PHONE V 


KIND OF HARD TO EX- M 


Iti HERE .'ALL 


PLAIN HOW YOU GET MB 


THE MODERN I 


IH ! WE'LL DRAG THE/~wt 


MENTIONSfA 


V/CT/MS INTO THE Jf ^ 




-r ALLEY -EASIER ^\ 




| FOR yOUR PATROL) 




v — f WAGON TO Jb=__ 


fflpi- £& 


V. FIND! S~ 







tS 



n 



G\h& adventure over, a to«ch. 
on. the wrist , a«d ... j 




SO LONG, 
MICHAEL! 



see you 

THE NEXT, 
'TIME CAP' 
r TAIN TRIUMPH 
IS NEEDED! 
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OOPS-" VSOKAVf I WAS 
SORRY.' ] ITCHY BACK THERE 
X DIDN'T m jENMWAY! BEBN 
SEE VQUfXAJMWV SCRATCH 


In ■/aat=4r "«~ti ri / 


1 




s 


BhBSl '{el 11/ 


■ 


i IIVKtfuKf P i, I ■ l\\ 

■ HaMffllfil fc» 1 'i l-fl sa 




" RSIWVV I ' |B PI 




"^W^MWBbB if 1 ftiWHM f^tBTMltf} ill 



* represent *wnope: 
tuejm-dahoy, \ already 

APPLIANCE CO..' J got 
WOUL0 YOU B£ 
INTERESTED IN 
A GARDEN „ 

cultivatorE 




FRANKLY, SIR,! , 

7MINK VOWRB *\i EH ? WAL,L0OKj 

PUtLINS MY LEG.' W^it^lOE^ONf^ 

% 0ONT BELIEVE 

V0U HAVE ANY OFi 

THOSE, t-^ 

ITEMS.'/ -- 




THAR SHE IS.' SHE'S 
ALSO A TREE-CHOPPER, 
A ROCK-WGG£R,A 
COAL-SHOVELER 
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HOT puis: 

THESE TREES J 
BELONG TO Z 

7HEMAUQHB!) 





LOOK, BIG SHOTS, WE'RE TAKING 
OVER HERE I ViE'RE GOING TO CLEAR 
OUT THIS JUNGLE AND BUILD A 
FISHING POCK / AND WE DON'T 
WANT ANY TROUBLE FROM 
ANYBODY! UNDERSTAND? ■ t 



HUH'i 



-— ~ 



\r 
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f WE'RE JUST WARNING 
SOU -THIS ISLAND'S 
HAUNTED, ANP THE 

SPIRITS OF OUR 
ANCESTORS WILL 

PRIME YOU 

AWAY/ 




'COME ON,FUZZi!SOU ) THAT'S GREAT, , 
GET THE HERON AND iFLOOGl! BUT 
I'LL BRING THE MONK! ^*">vWMii. 
JTU SOON BE PARK-/IVP % T7 w "jH! r 
, TtfffA/ T#£ ***>r THE 
GHOSTS ARE \GH0STS§1 
GOING TO - 
APPEAR! 



% P 



3 
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I DON'T WANT 
ANY PART OF A 
HAUNTED 
ISLAND' 




FLOOGY, IT WORKEPl 

but how pip you 

KNOW TUB HERON, 
' MP THE MONKEY 
WOULD CARRY OFF, 
THEIR PARTS 
SO WELL? 



, I TOOK A 
/CHANCE. 'WUj 
SEE ,THOSE 
MEN CHQPPEP, 
'DOWN THE 
TREE THEV 
BOTH LIVED, 
IN! 



COME ALONG, JOCKO! ) YEAH .'YOU/ 
YOU'RE GOING TO GET -SjOO.LONG 
A REWARP FOR HELPING \ LEGS/ 
US RUN DOWN THOSE 
TWO \MAPERS.' 
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SHE NOT ONLY BEATS ) 
ME OUT OF MY FARE, My 
BUT 1 HAVE TO GET Z. 
OUT AND CLOSE POORS ) 
AFTER HER.'SOA4£>/ 





WOW/ LOOK WHAT SHE 
LEFT BEHIND — A BRACELET 
WITH THE TIME OF 
DAY HOOKED 
ON.' 




IT WOULD SERVE HER 
RIGHT IF I DIDN'T RETURN 
THIS LITTLE GIMMICK... 




CRACK COMICS 



-BUT I'LL PELIVER IT JUST 
BEFORE CHECKING IN AT 

THE COMPANY GARAGE/ 

/MAYBE IT'LL REMIND HER 

TO PAY FOR THE RIDE - 

I HOPE 




PLEASE COME IN. 
ANYWAY.' 



X'0 BETTER 
KEEP HIM 
HERE TILL 

PETE SHOWS 



SOMETHING 
MUST BS 
PHONY ABOUT 
THIS SET-UP, 
OR ELSE MY 
MEMORY FOR . 
STREET -> 
NUMBERS IS 
NOT AS GOOD 
AS I THOUGHT 
IT WAS.' 




I LIVE HERE ALL 
ALONE, BUT WON'T 
YOU DROP IN FOR A 
M/NUTE •• 
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PARDON M£ FOR 
BOTHERING YOU, 
MISS/ 




I'D BETTER LET THE POLICE 
KNOW /ABOUT /MY INVITATION 
TO THIS TEA PARTY fj 




■'■■■: 
■' ■ II ■■! 





DISROADON \ THANKS .'I'LL 
THE RIGHT IS A ) TRY IT.' I HAVENT 
SHORT CUT TO /BEEN OVER THAT 
THE THIRD ^f WAY LATELY.' 
PRECINT, fis^ BEEN DOING 
DRIVER/ M r SHORT HAUL 
WORK, you 
MIGHT SAY/ 




SATISFIED WITH DAT 
JOLT, CABBIE ? 




CRACK COMICS 



DERE'S A STORE DOWN AT *->« 
PA CORNER .' THINK I'LL STOP 
AND PHONE LUCILLE.' J~^\ 




HURRyANP GET THAT 
CABBIE OVER HERE, 
PETE.' REP'S WAITING, 
TOO -HE JUST CAME 




PETE'LL BE ALONG IN A 
/MINUTE, RED, AND HE'S 
BRINGING A CERTAIN 
CABBIE ANP BELLE'S 
LITTLE PRIZE WITH 



MUST BE PA HACME 
WASTRAILIN'f 
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THE WATCH IS 
MISSING FROM 
THE BRACELET/ 
PETE .'I GOT A 
HUNCH YOU TOOK 
IT.' MAYBE RED 
SHOULD WORK, 

ON you/ 



AW, LUCILLE fl 
WOULDNT CROSS . 
iVAfPIDN'TI ■< 
BRING PA CABBIE 
RIGHT BACK HERE 
TO THE HOME OF 
OpR LITTLE 
BELLE? 





HOW QO you LIKE 
SOME OF yOUK OWN 
MEDICINE, BOYS ? 





'OLICE 



Lsi 



er. 



you CAUGHT THE 
WHOLE GANG, 
HACK.' EVEN BELLE, WHO 
PREFERRED TO PLAY IT SOLO 
BUT GOT you IN THE ACT.' 
MRS. VAN CLEAVE HAS A 
BIG REWARD FOR 



VOU, 



GUESS THAT 
MAKES UP FOR 
THE FARE BELLS 
DlPNTPAy.'I'M 
GLAP I'M SO J 
PARTICULAR <<* 
ABOUT HOW My 
METER REAPS/ 



■■ma 



r^f. 
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Pan MxEer, 
crusading cartoonist, 
sketches civic corruption 
in a. different kind of pen, 7 



I CAN'T USE THESE NEW 
STRIPS ABOUT KNUCKLES 
M e GOON EXPANDING HIS 
RACKETS, PEN /WHY, 
M'GOON IS IN JAIL./ THANKS, 
TO THOSE SKETCHES VOU 
DREW LAST MONTH I 




M e GOON NOW RUNS HIS 
RACKETS PROM THE 
JAIU CHIEF/ 




■-.:-- 



\ 



RIDICULOUS /NO READER 
WOULD BELIEVE IT/ I'M 
NOT RUNNING THESE 
STRIPS — HEV,WHERE 
ARE YOU GOING? 





ELL ME OFFICERjWELlvlPyEV 
WHAT'S THE TWERE FOOLISH 
QUICKEST WAY OFi ENOUGH, YE < 



GETTING . 
INTO JAIL? 



Jmoighttry 
■assaultin'a 

representative 

O'TH'LAW/ 




CRACK COMICS 

'this hurts me more than 
it does you, officer, but-j 

WOULD yOU CALL THIS 
ASSAULT ? 



WHY, 




THIS EQUALLY AGAINST MY *-*. 
PLINCIPLES, MIST'MILLER, 
BUT FOR YOU I DO ANYTHING! 



ouff.'..: 









OUR APPROACH IS 
REQUIRED RESULTS 



GETTING 
CHOP/" 



\r 



Soon 



V . 
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I DONT KNOW HOW yAGOT HERE, 
MILLER, BUT YER GONNA BE SORRY/ / 
I DON'T LIKE THOSE CARTOONS YA 
BEEN DRAWIN' ABOUT ME AND 
MY BOYS? 



T®;WBv$ t 



YOU'RE BREAKING 
MY HEART 




SHUT THE)/ NOW, KNUCKLES, I'LL HAVE 
DOOR, <\ NO ROUGH STUFF INMV 
BOYS/ ) / OFFICE/ AFTER ALL, I7\ 
THE WARDEN /!.. 




A WARDEN WHO TAKES BRIBES 

AND ALLOWS RACKETEERS TO 

USE HIS JAIL AS A HEADQUARTERS... 

THE MAYOR WOULD BE INTERESTED 

IN HEARING ABOUT THIS.' _ 

YOU'RE TELLIN' ] 
NOTHIN'TO 
NO ONE, 

MILLER f 





QUIET, GRIMES /FOR THE DOUGH 
I'M PAYIN'YA/YAGOTNOKICKS^ 
COMIN'AT ALL/ 



■>«f 




"NOT AFT8R t GET THROUGH WITH ^ 
YAf HOLD HIM STILL, YOU MUGS/ . 





COMICS 
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HMM. ••• WELL THE J 
TOP OF THIS THING 
AT LEAST SEEMS 
FLAT... AND I GOTTA / 
SIT DOWN 

SOME PLACE.' 





GOOD HEAVENS f I THOUGHT I'D 
SEEN ABOUT EVERYTHING/ BUT WERE 
YOU ACTUALLY TRy/NG TO //ATC« 
T//Af 7H/A/G ? 
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-UMl.:.NO, NO SIR! \ W£LL,THERE'S no harm in 
flu SU8E I COULD NEVER) TRYING, ANYWAY, I SUPPOSE/ 
iuCCEEP IN DOING ^ SOU CERTAINLY GAVE IT A - 
- THAT.' Jm— v ^F T SINCERE EFFORT! 




AT ANY RATE , yOU PROBABL/ 
REALIZE NOW, GLORIA, WHY 
I COULDN'T GIVE T«IS CHAP A 
RESPONSIBLE POSITION 
IN MY FIRM : ^ 

OH, DADDY, 
PLEASE.' 






■ | 



OBSERVE/ 8EEZY, 
THAT FINELY 
MOUNTED SPECIMEN 
OF THE AMAZON A 
VIRIPIGENALIS' 



T 





•:- ^ 
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T ANCE GALLANT spun the steering wheel 
and turned his car into a long, winding 
driveway. In the open, the sky had been dark 
and forbidding. Under the thick, twisted 
branches that overhung the drive, the light was 
almost twilight. Sitting beside Lance, Kim 
Meredith shivered. 

"Cold?" Lance looked toward her, then 
twirled the heater dial. 

"Not cold; exactly," Kim shook her head. 
"It's just ... I ddh't know . . . the gloomy 
day, and this spot. It looks as if we're driving 
into a tunnel — or a' trap!" 

Lance, easing the car along, smiled at her. 
"What an imagination! I'm willing to bet 
you'll forget about the gloom when we reach 
the house. It's a beautiful place — and if I 
know Peter Penning, we'll find roaring open 
fires, hot drinks,- and a warm welcome." 

As he spoke they rounded a curve and saw 
the house ahead. Kim looked at Lance with 
a quizzically raised eyebrow, and Lance had 
to admit that the sprawling pile of masonry 
which looked like a dream palace in the sum- 
mer, now resembled a movie set for a haunted 
house. It was even beginning to give him the 
creeps. 

He stopped the car before the front door. 
If there was a light in the place it was not 
visible from the front. 

"Well," Lance shrugged his shoulders. "If 
there's no one at home it's my fault. I didn't 
let Peter know exactly when we'd arrive ■:'.. . 
but from what he wrote me, I didn't think it 
necessary." 

. "What exactly did he write?" Kim inquired. 

"There was something furmy about that let- 
ter. Peter — he's a sculptor, you know — wrote 
almost exactly two weeks ago. Mostly about 
his work ... but at the end he said maybe 
soon I could do something for him; that if I 
didn't hear from him in two weeks, to be sure 
and look him up. So here I am!" 

Lance opened the door, helped Kim from 




the car, and they climbed the steps. Lance 
raised the knocker, then let it clatter against 
the door. Nothing happened. He knocked 
again. Finally they heard footsteps inside the 
house. 

Lance breathed a sigh of relief. He would- 
n't have admitted it to Kim, but her feeling 
of uneasiness had begun to creep over him, 
too. Then the door opened and a slim, bent, 
white-haired figure stood looking at them. 

"Peter!" Lance exclaimed, holding out his 
hand. Kim looked at the man with interest 

. . and then with even more intentness. In- 
stead of beaming as Lance was doing at the 
sight of an old friend, his face remained a 
polite blank. 

' "Peter . . ." Lance repeated, but this time 
with uncertainty. "Weren't you expecting me? 
You wrote me, you know . . . and I thought 
. . ." Lance's voice faded away before the 
absence of a welcoming expression on the 
old man's face. 

"Did I?" the little old man muttered. He 
passed his hand over his face and Kim could 
see that it was trembling. "I'm sorry ... I've 
been ill, you see, and I don't always remem- 
ber. What did you say your name is?" 

Kim gasped as she felt Lance stiffen be- 
side her. "The poor old man!" she thought. 
"He must have lost his memory completely, 
to forget Lance." 

Lance repeated his own name and Kim's, 
and finally the old man stood aside for them 
to enter the house. "The servants are away," 
he explained. 

He led them into a room full of beautiful 
furniture, all of it thick with dust. A small 
blaze in the wide fireplace failed to take the 
chill off the air. Kim couldn't bear to look at 
Lance. He had looked forward to this meeting 
and now — things couldn't be rrtore different 
from the way he had pictured them. 

"You've been sick, you say?" Lance ques- 
tioned Peter Penning. 

"Yes . . . very ilL" Once more the old man 



CRACK 

nassed a trembling hand across his face. Ob- 
yjously he didn't want to talk of it. 

"Bjit have you had the proper care?" Lance 
demanded. "Are you here alone?" 

"Oh, yes. I've had the best of care. Don't 
w0 rry about me.'' 

"Lance," Kim broke in firmly. "Really — 
I think we should leave." 

"Not," said Lanee to the old man, "until 
I've seen your latest work — the thing you 
wrote me about." 

Penning stared at Lance for a moment and 

seemed to read in Lance's determined jaw 

that he wouldn't take "no" for an answer. "If 

you insist," he said drily, and beckoned them 

To follow him toward the studio. 

Kim, walking along, began to feel slightly 
hysterical. It was like an upside-down world 
where everything was the opposite of what one 
expected. Lance's old friend who didn't even 
recognize Lance . . . Lance himself, who in- 
stead of pitying his friend's illness, insisted 
on putting him through an obvious ordeal. 
And now Fenning again — for in some strange 
way, as if Lance's determination had affected 
him, his personality seemed to be undergoing 
a change before her very eyes. His shoulders 
had straightened,, and his gentle uncertainty 
" had become a dry strength. 

Penning opened a door and they walked 
into the studio-workshop, an enormous room 
several stories high, peopled with inanimate 
figures. A gallery running around the walls 
exhibited more pieces of sculpture. 

"If you'll excuse me," Penning said, "I'll 
leave you for a moment while you look 
around." He went out, shutting the door, and, 
then there was a click. 

"Lance!" Kim gasped. "It sounds as if— 
he locked the door!" 

Lance nodded absently and began to wander 
around the room, pulling the covers from 
half-finished pieces of statuary, poking into 
cupboards. 

"But Lance!" Kim protested. "Don't you 
understand? He locked us in!" 

She broke off as Lance, opening a closet 
door, muttered and leaned forward. He lifted 
a figure from the closet — a sjim, bent, white- 
haired old man! Bound and gagged as he was, 
only his flashing eyes seemed alive. .. Kpft kife 
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head was going round. How could Peter Pen- 
ning be tied up in a closet when he'd just 
gone out and locked the door? Without wait- 
ing for an answer, she helped Lance cut the 
bonds and raise the old man to his feet. 

Weakly he flexed his limbs, and tried to 
smile despite the stiff muscles of his face. 

"Somehow I thought you'd get here," he 
said, gripping Lance's hand. 

"Twin brother?" Lance asked. 

"Yes. He's always been a bad egg. Just got 
out of prison. I hoped he'd take some money 
and leave, but I was afraid he had more am- 
bitious plans. That's why I wrote you as 1 
did. Turns out he decided to take my place, 
at least long enough to collect a\ big commis- 
sion I had coming. And I guess his plans would 
have called for doing away with me— if you 
hadn't arrived in time." 

"What makes you think that will interfere 
with my plans?" The voice came uncannily, 
from above their heads. They swung around 
to look, and Peter Penning'stwin brother grin- 
ned at them evilly from the balcony. "A re- 
grettable accident, the newspapers will say . . . 
but visitors shouldn't poke around a sculp- 
tor's studio:" 

Kim's scream coincided with a scraping 
sound. A massive marble figure, several times, 
life-size, was swaying forward on the edge 

"of the balcony. Pushed by the twin, it crash- 
ed through the railing and started downward, 
aimed at the spot where the three of them 
stood. 

There was only a moment in which to act, 
but Lance needed no more time. Rubbing 
the strange birthmark on his left wrisU he 
summoned the aid of his dead brother, Mich- 
ael. United, they became the invincible Cap- 

^tain Triumph. In the split second before the 
statue would have struck to crush the life 
from their bodies, Captain Triumph's power- 
ful arms caught it in midair and set it casual- 

' ly on the floor. 

It wasn't so much later that Lance, having 
magically resumed his everyday form, sat with 
Kim and the real Peter Penning before a roar- 
ing open fire. Penning's brother would return 
to prison, this time to stay. And the picture 
of welcome Lance had painted was coming 
true at last, ._,„_ „_.„, ....:.: : :.. ........ 



CRACK COMICS 



IT'S REALLY NOTHING, 1 ALLEY SIX, ROW 
SIR.' WHERE POVDU / SEVEN.' BROTHER, 
WANT THIS BALL /-*% YOU HAVE A JOB 






ARE YOU KIDDIN',BOSS? HIRING A 
LITTLE SQUIRT LIKE THAT? WE 
NEED A PIN BOY WHO*? GOT 
SOME MUSCLE/. 
#A.«A,HA' 





HMF! JUST WHAT "\ / HO ! HO f ONCE THOSE PI NS 

Jakes you th/nk V start flying, you'd be a 

I COULDN'T HANDLE J DEAD DUCK.' PMNEO? 





HELP! 

THE /MAN'S 

RIGHT.' 




CRACK COMICS 



NQW YOU DID IT! YOU SCARED HIM OFF 
I HAP THE LITTLE GUY IN MIND FOR 
WORKING THE PIN -BALL MACHINES! 
THEY'VE BEEN PAYING OFF TO 

' ""•-'"* -|| | rTH rCH££.BQSS>\ 



PONT GO, LITTLE MAN/ HOW'D 
VOU LIKE TO WORK INTHEPIN- 
BALL DEPARTMENT'? THE BALLS 
JUST 



NOW 
YOU'RE 

TALKING! 



7.-1 



0IDN v 
KNOW«« 
HONEST.' 



YOUR. SIZE i 



/? 



S^: 



' N^< 



[CjQ 



"W\ 



CD 



rffb 



O-. 



7, 



lV 



n 



LEAD ME TO IT, BOSS/ 
l USED TO ££ MARBLE 
CHAMP OF THE WEST 
END GANG/ 



por 



WHEN A BALL LANDS IN THAT 
HOLE, JUST TOSS IT OYER TO 
THE HOLE IN FRONT/ IT MAKES 
THE GAME MORE 

EXCITING for 

THE CUSTOMER/ 



"■/■// 



Y xf. 



'// 



^2 



OKAY. 



1OJ0O? 



% 



\a 



a 



8 

8 



M'BOY-.- YOUR JOB (S TO HIDE INSIDE SO 
THE CUSTOMERS CAN'T SEE YOU! HERE 
CRAWL UNDER THE GLASS AND I'LL 
'XPLAIN THE REST 



XOCKY 
STREAK, 



fair 



*J 



«5> 






W 



II 



10,000 

WINS 

mnsgum: 



A short -while later... 



SLOT SLEEZY,TH£ PINBALL EXPERT! 
THIS IS ONE TIME I'M NOT PAYING 



■ OFF IN 

SHEWING 

GUM'. 



eftACK COMICS 



■ 13mm7i just febl in the 

P4CKS OF CAVITY-CLINCH 
CHE^/IMG GUM." - 




BULLS -EYE IN THE TEN THOUSAM 
DOLLAR HOLE! AW TECHNIQUE 
ALWAYS \NORK& * 






CRACK COMICS 



ISO*? THE BALL WBNTJ I DUNNO.'WE I 
-INTO THE 7LSRO -* SHOULDN'TA *-4 
MOLE AHV MS LOST 
THE NICKEL .' WHAT 
ARE WE 'SOMA 
TELL MAMA ?, 



SHOULDN'TA 
SPENT THE CHANGE 
FROM THE GROCER? 
STORE! 





I'LL JUST \ 

REVERSE 

MATTERS ! J 




WAIT. LOUIE .'LOOK! 
IT JUMPf O QUTA THE 
ZERO HOLE SIGHT 
IMT0 7HETEN THOUSAND 
HOLLAS HOLE/ 
HOORAY f ■ 





CRACK COMICS 



"«OW<r LISTEN TO HIM 
figs! THE MANAGER'S 

- CROOKS? - 




i 




If you want the latest and finest coaster 
brake, be sure that your new bike has a Bendix 
Coaster Brake. It is made by America's lead- 
ing brake manufacturer and has all kinds of 
new features. You'll find bicycle riding a 
lot more fun with a Bendix Coaster Brake! 

JUST LOOK AT THESE FEATURES 

Longer life — Dependable performance — 
Fewer parts — Easy to put together and 
take apart — Sealed against dirt and water. 



ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION of 
ElMIRA, NEW YORK 




AVIATION COHPORATIOH 



ftou Send You 





1 64 MC€ BOOK ywL^ 




See how I give you practical ex- while' still learning. Read letters 

perience building Radio circuits from men I trained, telling what 

at home with BIG KITS OF they are doing, earning. See the 

PARTS I SEND. Illustrated kind of fascinating jobs Radio, 

books shows how you make extra Television, Electronics offer. 

money fixing Radios in spare time FREE with coupon below I 



*( 



& 



$£%£&. 



ACTUM KAD/O lESSOAf 

Ipon entitles you to FREE "superhet" circuits work, three rea^ 

Eson, "Getting Acquainted With sons why tubes fail, locating defects,' 

receiver Servicing." ■• Discloses short- repairing loudspeaker. Over 80 pic- - 

cuts Radio Repairmen use. Tells how tures, diagrams. FREE ! Send coupon I 



\&1 



Wi 



.^SS***" 1 - 



See for yowse/f how I train you at home to 

BE A RADIO TECHNICIAN 



<r 



Do you want a good-pay job in the fast-growing KADIO 
and Television-Electronics Industries? Or do you want 
to be boss of your own money-making Radio shop ? Here 
is your opportunity! 

I've trained hundreds of men to be Radio Tech- 
nicians . . . men with no previous, experience. I 
can do the same for you ! My unique train-at-home 
method makes learning easy. I Bend you BIG 
KITS of Radio -parts. All equipment yours to 
keep. You get practical Radio experience building, 
testing and experimenting with Radio circuits. 

Make EXTRA Money In Spare Time 
The day you enroll, I start sending you 
EXTRA MONEY booklets. You LEARN Radio m 
and Television principles from my ensy- 
to-grasp,' step-by-step illustrated lessons. 
You PRACTICE with parts I send. You 
USE your know-how to make extra 
money fixing neighbors' Radios in spare 
time. From here, it's a short step to 
your own shop or a good pay Radio job. 

N.R.I. — Trained Men Face Bright Future 

Think of the money -making opportuni- 
ties in Police, Aviation, Marine Radio, 
B ioad casting. Radio Manufacturing, Radio 
Repairs, Public Address work, etc. And 
think of even greater opportunities as Tele- 
vision, FM and Electronic devices become 
more and more available. 

See What N.R.I. Can Do For You 

Act now I Send for my DOUBLE FREE OFFER. 
Coupon entitles you to actual lesson^, OpTING 
ACQUAINTED WITH RECEIVER SERVICING,, 
absolutely free. Discloses short-cuts of Radio repair 
men. Over 80 pictures and diagrams] Alpp_ 8ft my 
K-naee book l 'BOW TO BE A SUCCESS IN. 
ItimO -TELEVISION - ELECTRONICS " TeUs- 
more about YOUR opportunities, details of my 
Course. Read letters from men I trained, telling 
what they are doing and earning .... see now 
quickly, easily yon can get started. Send coupon m 
envelope or paste on penny postal. J. E. SMITH, 
Pros., Dept. 9AA3, National Radio Institute, 
Pioneer Home Study Radio School, Washington 
9, D. C. 



You Build This MODERN RADIO with Parts I Send 

Complete, I powerful Radio receiver brings In 

local and distant stations. N. R. I. gives 

you ALL the Radio parts . . ... speaker, tubes, 

^^ chassis, trans- 

t former, soc keta, 

loop antenna* etc. 



VETERANS 

GET THIS 

TRAINING 

UNDER 

G.I. BILL 




I Also 
Send You Many 
Other RADIO KITS 



1 TRAINED THESE MEN 



Actual Lesson and 64firqe Book FREE 



Has Own Radio Builntn 

"Now have two Radio 
shops, servicing about 
200 sets a month. High- 
ly successful our first 
full year." — ARLEY 
STtTDYVIN, DeSoto, Missouri. 




Extra Caih In Sparc Time 

"Earned enough spare 
time cash to pay for my 
Course by time I gradu- 
ated. N. R. I. training 
is tops !" — ALEXAN- 
DER KISH, Carteret, New Jersey. 




My Course Includes Training in 

TELEVISION 

ELECTRONICS - FM 



MR. J. & SMITH, President, Dept 9AA3, 
National Radio Institute, Washington 9, D. C. 

Mail life FREE Sample Lesson and G4-page book about how to wm 
success in Radio and Television— Electronics. (No salesman will call. 
Please write plainly.) 



.Age- 



Address.. 



City.. 



Zone State 

□ Check If Veteran . 

APPROVED FOR TRAINING UNDER G. I. BILL 





and Food Energy/ 

For a supreme taste-thrill, just bite into delicious 
Butterfinger — rich in dextrose — food-energy 
sugar. Covered with rich chocoldty coating over 
honey-combed center of golden peanut butter 
and creamy caramel, you will love every 
delicious morsel. 



Oflutifet CURTISS (Zmtty 
MsooMafoMqf Baby Ruth Ccmdtf'BaM 



CURTiSS 



Producers of Fine Foods 




